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Date of Meeting: October 3, 2011 
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 Bob Connell           Bill Mahan 
 Bill Dewey     Robert Goodwin 
 Johnathan Gerhardt  David Fyfe 
 Martin Dowgert    Bill Kramer 
 Sandra Sharp         Quincy Boyce 

   
 
Charge 1: 

 
Continue implementation of ongoing activities from previous committee 
assignments including development and distribution of a description of 
ISSC communication capabilities. 

 
 
Findings: 

 
ISSC web site provides significant descriptions of the current communications 
capabilities of the Conference. 

 
Conclusions: 

 
The ISSC web site is currently accomplishing the committee’s Charge #1. 

 
Recommendations: 

 
No action necessary at this time on Charge #1. 

 
Charge 2: 

 
Facilitate the goals of the ISSC through use of communication 
technologies bridging communication technologies with committee 
goals and needs. 

 
Findings: 

 
Declining travel budgets and increasing travel costs are making it more difficult 
for the Conference members to collaborate on critical issues.  Since the 2009 
Conference, new options have become available or more commonly in use and 
acceptable in business settings for enhancing communication among parties that 
are dispersed geographically.  These include online collaboration options such as 
GoToMeeting.com, Google Documents/Google Sites and Skype or other video 
conferencing methods.   
 
Additionally, social media such as FaceBook and Twitter are making it easier to 
provide rapid notification of time-critical information to large numbers of 
interested parties. 

 
Conclusions: 

 
When the inclusiveness of Conference meetings is threatened by the inability of 
members to participate due to travel restrictions, the Conference could benefit 
from the use of video conferencing and online collaboration sites.  While these 
are clearly not as valuable as face-to-face meetings, they are still a better option 
than voice-only conference calls or having meetings that are not inclusive of all 
interested parties. 

 
Recommendations: 

 
Motion made by Bill Mahan and seconded by Marty Dowgert to request 
that the Executive Director consider new options for video conferencing 
and look into social media and to survey the Conference membership for 
their preferences for maintaining communication under tight budget 
conditions. 
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Additional 
Information: 

 
The Committee also had an informal discussion regarding the use of the ISSC 
web site for recall notification.  The discussion covered the question of whether 
posting of recall notification was necessary during non-work hours (e.g. 
weekends).  The Committee members felt that this was not necessary, that 
posting notifications during typical work hours was sufficient.  Committee 
members did feel that it would be helpful to have a means for Conference 
members and possibly others (such as shellfish dealers) to sign up for an email 
notification when recalls occurred, so that they would know to check the web 
site for the details. 

 
Recorder:   
 

 
Bob Connell 

 
Approved by: 

 
Bob Connell 

 


